
VAN ZORGE

REPORT
ON INDONESIA

 VOL. V NO. 11 — SEPTEMBER 5, 2003

 INSIDE ISSUE V / 11: FROM THE EDITOR ............................................................................... 3

SECURITY............................................................................................. 5
Living with Terrorism
The bombing of the J.W. Marriott Hotel came as a rude awakening for Indonesians. Having
come to terms with the presence of terrorist elements on its own soil after last year’s Bali blast, the
country appeared to adopt a degree of complacency in response to the swift action taken by the
security forces to round up both suspected perpetrators and leaders of the terrorist network. But the
events of August 5, 2003 have confirmed new fears that the terrorist network is far more
extensive, and better organized, than previously imagined.
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Susilo Bambang Yudhoyono—The Leading Outsider
In this, the fourth installment in our series on potential presidential candidates, the Van Zorge
Report looks at one of the highest-profile individuals in President Megawati Soekarnoputri’s
cabinet: Coordinating Minister Susilo Bambang Yudhoyono. Though he has shown few signs of
forming political alliances, SBY—as he is popularly known—could be the dark horse that
gallops through the home stretch and snatches the tape.
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“Good Governance Cannot be Built by an Illegitimate
Government”
Now that the final pieces of key legislation on the elections have been passed, Indonesia looks set
to adopt a new electoral system and, for the first time ever, conduct a direct presidential election.
The Van Zorge Report talks with electoral researcher Kevin Evans about these laws, and about
the kind of election they are likely to produce.
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